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NPE Spring Update




NPE Spring Update Cont.

« STEAM Night
 Parent-Teacher Conferences
* Focus Topic: Home Grown Poems



Home-Grown Poems

School-Sourced Poetry at NPE
Inspired by Kwame Alexander (poet, educator, author)

"The power of poetry is that you can take these
emotionally heavy moments in our lives, and you can
distill them into these palatable, these digestible words

and lines and phrases that allow us to be able to deal and

cope with the world," he says. "I think it's one of the

reasons why young people love reading novels in verse.
It's because, on a very concrete level, it's not that many
words so it's not that intimidating to me. There's so much e ——

white space.” Kwame Alexander
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At NPE, we’ve transformed the 1dea of community-sourced
poetry into school-sourced poetry.

Our “homegrown” poems are invitations

e to think and write

e to share

e to help individuals see themselves as thinkers/writers/artists with
something of value to contribute.

e to offer their words and/or artistic expression

® to join the school community in a shared experience

NPE’s Homegrown Poetry Team
Leslee Wagner, 4th Grade Teacher
Mary Kochanowicz, Reading Specialist
Mary Kate Peterson, Sth Grade Teacher
Dave Mendell, Teacher of the Gifted




Our first homegrown poem at NPE was written in February, 2022.

A prompt was provided to teachers as an optional activity/assignment.

Students responded to the prompt and were encouraged, if interested, to contribute
their favorite words, original phrases, or entire pieces of writing to the NPE
Homegrown Poetry Team.

From these voluntary submissions, a variety of students’ writing pieces were selected,
and a single collective poem was arranged using their words.

e we received submissions from 114 students in Grades 2-5

e our poem, NPE Reads, was created using words from 33 different students

e additional students from 8 different classrooms participated by decorating
book covers

e onec of our 5th grade students created, drew, and 1llustrated an original design
to be incorporated as our NPE Homegrown Poetry logo
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a chromebook, notebook, a piece of paper, or class chart paper

a pencil

You will need
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15 minutes to write in a quiet place

- i

V102300 AIA3T2YM IM3I0HI09 ORY YVEMAN MME3VATZ  A3NI3TE J0GUA




Imagine holding a new or favor'te book in your
hands,

It feels like...

It smells like...

It reminds me of... F Lo ety
T4 THT T TN N ——— om0 N |

Descrube what is wa‘ting for you msude this
book:

There are...

There might be...
I might find...
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I wish...
I wonder...
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4l Gelting lostin a book
looks like...
sounds like...
makes me fcel...
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NPE Reads

1. Look at your 1deas (words, phrases or sentences) that you wrote. Circle your favorite

lines.
Younger classes: Look at the chart paper where your teacher collected your 1deas.

Which phrases or sentences do you or your class like the best?

2. Decide 1f you or your class wants to share your 1deas with the school.

3. Submit your 1deas.

4. All submissions will be read and considered, but not all submissions will be used. Look
for another prompt in April!

Deadline: February 21, 2022.





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PvVQESkDhD58z9e6qrhJJyCzzn17_TKc/preview

Coming soon...

We are currently planning a prompt
for our next Homegrown Poem later
this spring.

Our plan 1s to provide this new prompt
to the writers and artists of all ages at
N.P.E. Students, faculty, and staff will
be invited to contribute.

Creating homegrown poems 1s a way
to bring our school community
together. It 1s a way to highlight and
celebrate individual voices and
artwork and to create something
wonderful!




